
Righteousness 
Being Restored

Exodus 19:1-6, Deuteronomy 6:1-25



First Possibility

ÅThe main issue with this phrase deals with the 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΧΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ aƻǎŜǎ 
ǊŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎΚέ

ÅMoses was the one who introduced the idea of 
righteousness to the Israelites. 

ÅThere was no great falling away from 
righteousness among the people that Moses led 
out of Egypt that could be restored.

ÅTherefore, we need to look further back to the 
patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

ÅMaybe the basis of the righteousness that was 
being restored was to bring the people back to 
trusting in God and His Word.



Second Possibility

ÅWas it referring to the righteousness associated with the 
human race before the fall? 
ÅRighteousness is not actually mentioned in association 

with Eden but there are some concepts that work.
ÅThe most striking thing about Eden is the unbroken 

relationship with God. 
ÅGod wanted to restore His relationship with people at 

the time of Moses. 
ÅA key component of righteousness is a relationship with 

God.
ÅOther references to righteousness in Genesis seem to 

link it with ethical behavior.
ÅAny restoration of righteousness at the time of Moses 

was not successful. 



The Solution

ÅThe Exodus and the Law are tied together with 
righteousness in Exodus and Deuteronomy.
ÅThe law did not save the Israelites, God did; keeping 

the law was the appropriate response to that act of 
salvation.
ÅDeuteronomy tells us that keeping the law is 

righteousness, but only in the context where God has 
first saved us. 
ÅThe Law is not a law of perfect performance but a law 

of maintaining a relationship that God has 
established.
ÅThe key to the Law and righteousness is that the Law 

was there to allow God to dwell among His people 
without destroying them.


